
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 24 June 2021] 

 p2086b-2086b 
Mr Paul Papalia 

 [1] 

NATIONAL FIREARMS AMNESTY 
Statement by Minister for Police 

MR P. PAPALIA (Warnbro — Minister for Police) [9.15 am]: Western Australia’s participation in the permanent 
national firearms amnesty, which begins on 1 July 2021, will strengthen the arrangements already in place in 
Western Australia. This national amnesty arises from an agreement between state and territory police ministers 
reached in late 2019 and will run concurrently across jurisdictions. The amnesty aims to improve community safety 
by removing unwanted, unlicensed and illegal firearms, parts, prohibited accessories and ammunition from our 
cities, suburbs and towns. It also aims to lessen the likelihood of these firearms falling into the wrong hands. Even 
with Australia having some of the strongest firearms laws in the world, illicit firearms remain a significant law 
enforcement issue. 
During the last national amnesty in 2017, 1 240 firearms were surrendered to the Western Australia Police Force, 
including a World War II submachine gun, more than 196 handguns, 186 shotguns, 855 rifles and 65 618 rounds 
of ammunition. The items included 10 cut-down firearms and five homemade firearms, including two homemade 
handguns. Since then, Western Australia put in place its own permanent firearm amnesty, allowing people to 
surrender firearms, parts and ammunition without fear of being prosecuted for possession. Under the new permanent 
national amnesty, all states and territories will join Western Australia and South Australia in enabling community 
members to hand in their unlicensed firearms and firearm-related articles without fear of prosecution. States and 
territories will also collect and share data regarding the surrendered items. Although the amnesty is focused on 
firearms, other prohibited and controlled weapons, such as tasers and crossbows, may also be surrendered. 
In Western Australia, the items being surrendered can be taken to any police station. People are asked to plan ahead, to 
contact their local police first and to transport the guns unloaded and in a safe manner, such as in a carry bag, box or 
other covering. The person surrendering the firearm may also apply to licence the guns and articles where this is allowed 
for under the Firearms Act 1973. Generally, the surrendered articles will be sold or destroyed by the WA Police Force. 
However, if the items have historic value or significance, police will consider allowing those items to be donated 
to museums or police firearms reference libraries. Members are encouraged to let their constituents know about this 
permanent amnesty and the opportunities it provides to remove unlicensed and illegal firearms from our community. 
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